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National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications
___________________________________________

COMMITTEE ON ACCREDITATION

P.O. Box 690632, Quincy, MA 02269
Application for Accreditation

Central Pierce Fire & Rescue

__________________________________________________________________________

Name of applying entity
The above named entity hereby makes application to be accredited or reaccredited as a certifying entity under the National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications (Pro Board). The applicant agrees to conform to the criteria established by the Pro Board as administered by the Committee on Accreditation (COA).

In submitting this application for accreditation, the undersigned attests to the accuracy of the information included with this application and further agrees that where statements of intent are provided, the intent will be fulfilled.
Jack Andren                            Fire Chief 
__________________________________________________________________________

Name and Title of Entity Director


_________________________________


_______________________


 
   Signature of Entity Director






Date

Forward one electronic copy of the Application for Accreditation, COA-1 and Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3 to fpiechota@theproboard.org; and send 1 paper copies of the Application for Accreditation, COA-1 and Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3 with supporting documents to:
Committee on Accreditation

NBFSPQ

P.O. Box 690632

Quincy, MA 02269

Improving life safety and fire protection through a national system of fire safety professional qualifications.

1.
Contact Person: List the name of the principal contact person to whom any follow-up correspondence should be directed.


Name: Bryan Pearson                         Title:    Assistant Chief of Training

Address: 17522 22nd Ave E     Tacoma, WA. 98445

Tel: (253) 538-6446   Fax: (253) 537-7294    E-Mail: BPearson@centralpiercefire.org
2.
Classification of Entity (Check One):
State/Provincial Entity _____ National Entity _____Local Entity**     X    Intrastate Non Profit Entity*_____


* See B5 below

     ** See B6 below


Estimated number of persons served by the entity _____275___________


Estimated number of persons certified annually by the entity ______30_________

3.
Certification Authority:  Briefly describe the Entity’s scope of authority and responsibility to conduct certification.  (If applicable, attach supporting legislation.)
       WAC 296-305.05501

 also see attached document  
4.
Standards, Levels, and Editions:  List all standards, levels, and editions for which the applicant desires accreditation.



NFPA #



Level(s) of Standard




Edition

    1001                                        Fire Fighter I



     2008

    1001


          Fire Fighter II



     2008

     472



Hazardous Materials Awareness

     2002

     472


            Hazardous Materials Operations

     2002
	5.
Project Methodology: Is the entity making application to conduct Certification by the Project Process? 

	Yes
	    
	No
	X
	

	If Yes – For what levels:   

	

	6.
Portfolio Methodology: Is the entity making application to conduct Certification by the Portfolio Process? 

	Yes
	   
	No
	X
	

	If Yes – For what levels: 




1.
General Provisions:  If the examination process will not be centralized in a single office or entity, the applicant must explain how the certification authority will be delegated.  (Describe and attach supplemental information if applicable to include a listing of the names of any Delegated Entity and the levels that have been delegated to them))

____________________________________________________________________________N/A__________________________________________________________________________

2. Annual Membership Fee and Certificate Participation Options:  To ensure that all accredited agencies contribute fairly to the funding of the National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications (NBFSPQ) each accredited entity is responsible for a $2000.00 annual fee.  This annual fee is waived for any entity that produces a minimum of $2000.00 in certificates using one or more of the following plans.  Select the certificate distribution plan that the entity intends to utilize.

·    Entity will enroll all eligible certification candidates in the Pro Board’s Certification Registry by placing the Pro Board Logo and a unique identification number on the entity’s certificates for a fee of $5.50 per certificate.

· Entity will submit bulk applications (10 or more) to the Pro Board at a fee of $10.00 per certificate.  The Pro Board will print and distribute individual certificates and enter candidates’ names in the Pro Board’s National Registry.

· Entity will market Pro Board certificates to certification candidates at a fee of $15.00 per certificate by ensuring that each candidate certified by the entity is issued an Application for Registration and Certification, COA-7 form.

Comments:    Central Pierce Fire and Rescue will be responsible for paying the annual      fee of $2,000.00 

3.
Re-certification:  
_____ Required
___X__ Not Required
The accredited entity has the responsibility to address the subject of re-certification.  If re-certification is required provide a listing of the standards involved and a full description the entity’s policies regarding re-certification.

__________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________

4.
Reciprocity: 
__X___ Honored

_____ Honored In Part

_____ Not Honored


The Pro Board encourages complete reciprocity between accredited agencies.  If reciprocity is not honored, or honored in part, please explain reasons.

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

5. 
Application by Intrastate Non Profit Entity:


The following criteria shall apply if the Entity making an Application for Accreditation is classified as an Intrastate Non Profit entity:
 Definitions
· “Non Profit” means as defined by United States or Canadian Federal IRS regulations 

· “Intrastate” means State or Provincial based

Acceptance Criteria
· Consideration of a  Non Profit Entity  for Accreditation will be made by the Committee on Accreditation (COA) only when the State/Province is “unwilling or unable” to provide testing/certification services. 

· The Non Profit Entity will be geographically limited to Pro Board testing/ certification within the State/Province applied for on the Application.

· The Non Profit Entity must have “Grass roots” support of Fire and Emergency Services providers that the Entity serves. 

· Accreditation will be limited to Professional Qualification Standards applied for by the Non Profit Entity. 

· A “Determination” letter will be sent to State/Province asking if they will be applying for Pro Board Accreditation and if so, when and for what NFPA standards and levels.

· The Non Profit Entity will be required to request delegated authority from State/Province if the State/Province becomes Pro Board Accredited for the same levels for which the Non Profit Entity was approved. 

6. 
Application by a Local Entity:


The following criteria shall apply if the Entity making an Application for Accreditation is classified as Local Entity:
 Definitions
· “Local” means that the entity is not the State or Provincial designated certification authority

Acceptance Criteria
· Consideration of a Local Entity for Accreditation will be made by the Committee on Accreditation (COA) only when the State/Province is “unwilling or unable” to provide testing/certification services.

· The Local Entity will be required to become a delegated authority from State/Province if the State/Province becomes Pro Board Accredited.


1.
Included as part of this application is a copy of the National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications Operational Procedures, COA-5.  Through the submission of this application, the applicant is agreeing to abide by these Operational Procedures.

2.
SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS WITH THIS APPLICATION:

· Application for Accreditation, COA-1

· Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3

· Application for Accreditation, COA-1, Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3, and Site Visit Report(s) for any Delegated Entity(s) that are part of an entity’s 5 year Re-Accreditation Application.

· List of the Entity’s Advisory or Oversight Committee. (see Criteria E, E-1 on the Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3)

· A standard-to-test correlation matrix.  (see Criteria G, G-2 on the Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3) See Note below.
The Pro Board’s Assessment Methodology Matrix may be used for this requirement.


· The Entity’s procedures for complying with Section VII of the Operational Procedures when the Portfolio method of evaluation is used for any standard, or part of a standard, for certification.

· The Entity’s procedures for complying with Section VIII of the Operational Procedures when the Project method of evaluation is used for any standard, or part of a standard, for certification.

· The Entity’s policy for determining certification eligibility for all persons, incumbent and new.  (see Criteria C, C-1 on the Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3)

· The Entity’s Prerequisite Requirement Policy for determining how the entity intends to verify that certification candidates have met the prerequisite requirements.  (see Criteria C, C-2 on the Accreditation Self-Study Document, COA-3)

· The entity shall provide an organizational chart and list the entity’s purpose and any other claims of eligibility.

· If an Intrastate Non Profit Entity is making application, the entity shall provide proof of “Grass Roots” support for the Application for Accreditation. (applicable only to Intrastate Non Profit Entities) 

· A payment in the amount of $1,500 USD to cover the costs of the initial site visit. The payment may be in the form of a check, purchase order or credit card. Subsequent five-year re-accreditation site visits will be invoiced after the visit at $1,000 USD for North American accredited agencies or actual cost for others. 
The Completed Application for Accreditation, including all documents required in #2 above, shall be submitted at least 75 days prior to a scheduled site visit.

296-305-05013  <<  296-305-05501 >>   296-305-05503

	WAC 296-305-05501

	Agency filings affecting this section


	Fire training.



	
	


  (1) All members who engage in emergency operations shall be trained commensurate with their duties and responsibilities. Training shall be as frequent as necessary to ensure that members can perform their assigned duties in a safe and competent manner but shall not be less than the frequencies specified in this standard. Minimum training shall be as specified in this part.

     (2) Live structural-fire training: Prior to being permitted to participate in live structure-fire training evolutions, the student shall have received adequate training in safety, protective breathing apparatus, fire hose, nozzles and fire streams, ladders, and rescue as defined by the employer.

     (a) Strict safety practices shall be applied to all structures selected for live fire training evolutions.

     (b) In preparation for live training, an inspection of acquired buildings shall be made to determine that the floors, walls, stairs and other structure components are capable of withstanding the weight of contents, participants and accumulated water.

     (c) Removal or neutralization of materials of all hazardous storage and conditions within the structure shall be accomplished.

     (i) Closed containers and highly combustible materials shall be removed.

     (ii) Oil tanks and similar closed vessels that cannot easily be removed shall be vented sufficiently to eliminate an explosion or overpressure rupture.

     (iii) Any hazardous or combustible atmosphere within the tank or other vessel shall be rendered inert.

     (iv) Hazards potentially dangerous to participants such as floor openings, missing stair tread and rails, and other such hazards shall be repaired or made inaccessible.

     (d) If applicable, floors, railings and stairs shall be made safe. Special attention shall be given to potential chimney hazards.

     (e) Debris hindering the access or egress of firefighters shall be removed before continuing further operations.

     (f) Buildings that cannot be made safe as required by this section shall not be utilized for interior live fire training.


	Note:
	The water supply for any individual live fire training evolution should be assessed based on the extent of the evolution, size and structure of the building and contents to be involved, method of attack to be employed, protection of exposures and reserves for potential contingencies. Separate sources should be used for supply to attack and backup lines.



     (g) Prior to conducting actual live fire training evolutions, a preburn briefing shall be conducted for all participants.

     (i) All evolutions shall be discussed and assignments shall be made for all crews participating in the training sessions.

     (ii) All participants shall have a knowledge and familiarity with the layout of the building.

     (h) A safety officer shall be appointed for all live fire training evolutions.

     (i) One person shall be designated to control the materials being burned and to ignite the training fire in the presence and under the direction of the safety officer. This person shall not be a student and shall wear full protective clothing, including SCBA.

     (j) Unidentified materials such as debris which may burn in unanticipated ways, react violently, or create environmental hazards, shall not be used in live fire training evolutions.

     (k) Each participant in a coordinated interior live fire training evolution shall be equipped with full protective clothing and SCBA. All participants shall be inspected by the safety officer to insure all protective clothing and SCBA are being properly worn prior to entry into a live fire training evolution.

     (l) All instructors shall be deemed qualified to deliver structural firefighting training by the employer. The instructor-student ratio shall not be greater than one to five.

     (m) Officers shall make a head count both when entering and exiting a building during an actual attack.

     (n) Supervisors at the training evolution shall maintain an awareness of the condition of members operating within the span of their control. They shall ensure adequate steps are taken to provide for the safety and health of the participants and relief or reassignment of fatigued persons.

     (3) Firefighters shall be trained in the function, donning and doffing, care, use, inspection, maintenance and limitations of the equipment assigned to them or available for their use.

     (4) When firefighters are engaged in training above the ten-foot level where use of life lines or similar activities are to be undertaken, a safety net shall be erected or other approved secondary means of fall protection such as recommended in chapter 296-155 WAC, Part C-1, Fall restraint and fall arrest, shall be used in lieu of nets.

     (5) During wet training exercises, hose meeting the 250 pound annual hose test shall be used.

     (6) Training shall be provided to firefighters and officers in order that they will be knowledgeable in the identification and handling of asbestos containing materials likely to be encountered during a fire response.



[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, [49.17].050 and[49.17].060 . 96-11-067
FIRE PROTECTION POLICY BOARD

Regular Meeting

February 25, 2009

GA Building – Olympia

Board Members Present:
T.J. Nedrow, Wayne Wienholz, Scott Kramer, Dean Shelton, Rick Chaney

Board Members Absent:
Jim Broman, Mike Ciraulo

WSP Staff Present:
Mike Matlick, Paul Perz, Anjela Pimentel, Paul Snider and Kathy Ritter

Guests Present:
Bryan Pearson, Bob Garrison

Revisit of Pro-Board Accreditation:
Chair Nedrow acknowledged that an error had occurred in the voting process on the Pro-Board Accreditation Decision Item during the November 19, 2008, Regular Meeting.  Joe Schramek’s vote on the issue is invalid, 

Chair Nedrow announced the need to revisit the Decision Item.  Mr. Wienholz developed the following motion for approval of the Board: 
MOTION: To revise the voting results from the November 19, 2008, vote on the Pro Board Accreditation Item by removing from the vote by Joe Schramek.  Mr. Schramek’s vote is not allowed under the Policy Board’s Operational Guidelines.  Therefore, the original vote should be revised to reflect 2 yea votes, and 3 nay votes.  The vote by the Chair to break the original tie would, therefore, not be counted.  The motion to adopt Pro Board Accreditation would therefore be defeated.

DISCUSSION: Discussion was held on whether or not the vote was valid.  It was agreed that the motion, as developed and read by Mr. Wienholz would be voted on.

Motion passes.  Unanimous.
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